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Friendly Sons’ 104th annual celebration on
March 17, 2018. He has been part of the
Wilkes-Barre Fire Department since 1981 and
has served as the city’s fire chief for the past
13 years.

Chief Delaney is a longtime resident of
Avoca, Pennsylvania and a graduate of St.
John the Evangelist High School. He attended
Luzerne County Community College to study
Fire Science Technology. He has completed
advanced course work at the National Fire
Academy in Emmitsburg, Maryland and at the
Center for Domestic Preparedness in Annis-
ton, Alabama. He is also a certified para-
medic.

In addition to his role as chief, Delaney
serves as Wilkes-Barre’s Emergency Manage-
ment Coordinator. Under Chief Delaney’s
leadership, the Wilkes-Barre Fire Department’s
ISO Public Protection Classification was ele-
vated to Class 2, which put Wilkes-Barre in
the top 1 percent of fire departments in Penn-
sylvania. He has been responsible for secur-
ing a substantial amount of federal support
and has made multiple upgrades to the city’s
emergency response operations and equip-
ment.

Chief Delaney has earned appointments by
Governor Ed Rendell to the Pennsylvania
Game Commission Board of Commissioners
and by Governor Tom Wolf to the Governor’s
Advisory Council for Hunting, Fishing, and
Conservation.

He resides in the Miners Mills section of
Wilkes-Barre with his wife, the former Valerie
Sakaduski. They have three children, Sarah,
Jamie and Megan and seven grandchildren.

It is an honor to recognize Chief Delaney as
he accepts the W. Franics Swingle Award. |
am grateful to him for having spent his entire
career in service to the people of Northeastern
Pennsylvania. His 37 years as a fire fighter is
an outstanding contribution to the community.
| wish him all the best this St. Patrick’s Day.
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Rowanchayse
Cleveland for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Rowanchayse Cleveland is a student at Ar-
vada K-8 and received this award because
her determination and hard work have allowed
her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by
Rowanchayse Cleveland is exemplary of the
type of achievement that can be attained with
hard work and perseverance. It is essential
students at all levels strive to make the most
of their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Rowanchayse Cleveland for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth award. | have no doubt she will exhibit
the same dedication and character in all of her
future accomplishments.
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Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to commend Avery Huddleston,
a first grader in my district from Mechanics-
burg, lllinois.

Avery, along with his classmates at Tri-City
Elementary School, collected more than twen-
ty pounds of school supplies for students in
Puerto Rico—where schools are still recov-
ering after Hurricane Maria.

Avery was so excited to help students in
Puerto Rico that he asked his friends to bring
school supplies instead of gifts to his seventh
birthday party. Soon, his whole class got in on
the fun.

When Avery’'s mom learned that local
Ameren crews were scheduled to go to Puerto
Rico, she arranged for Ameren to take the box
of donations with them. But when the crews
dropped off the donations, they discovered
that the school was still experiencing problems
with electricity. Within thirty minutes, Ameren
workers were able to restore the school’s light
and air conditioning after nearly six months
without power.

Thanks to the kindness of a special seven
year old and his classmates, students in Rio
Grande not only have new school supplies,
but now have their lights back on.

I’'m very proud of Avery and inspired by his
ambition to help others. He’s a perfect exam-
ple of the kindness we should show our neigh-
bors every day.

Keep up the good work, Avery.

—————
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Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
pay tribute to Houston City Councilmember
Larry Green who passed away suddenly on
March 6, 2018, at the age of 52.

| was shocked and saddened to learn of the
death of my dear friend, Councilman Larry
Green, and my heart goes out to his family
and loved ones.

Although the years of his life were short, the
life lived in those years by Councilman Larry
Green was vibrant, dynamic, purposeful, and
directed toward service to others.

Larry Green was an extraordinary human
being with an unsurpassed exuberance and
passion for our city, its neighborhoods, its fu-
ture, and most of all, its people.

Councilman Larry Green was devoted to
providing opportunities for his constituents, in-
deed all Houstonians, to realize their potential
and their dreams.

Larry Green worked as my District Director,
and in this role he helped me to serve the
constituents of the 18th Congressional District.

| am proud to have served as one of his
mentors.
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In fact it was during this service to my office
that | observed first hand his dedication to the
community that claimed him, because he was
one of Houston’s own.

But as anyone who knew Larry Green can
attest, you also learned a lot from him be-
cause he was so generous with his knowledge
and expertise.

Larry Green was a lifelong Houstonian.

You often hear it said that greatness is
measured by the magnitude of one’s service.

By that measure there is no greater public
servant than Larry Green, whom we lost en-
tirely too soon.

Larry Green proudly served the citizens of
District K on Houston’s City Council for almost
six years.

Larry Green was a native Houstonian; a
graduate of Madison High School, the Univer-
sity of Houston, and the Thurgood Marshall
School of Law.

It was in my office that Larry Green honed
the skills for which he is well known for: hard
work, long hours, attention to details regarding
the lives of those he serves, getting the job
done, and making sure that the needs and in-
terests of the poor and vulnerable would never
be forgotten.

As the shock and grief over his untimely
death recedes, left in its place is our memory
of his dedication as a public servant; his
sense of humor when faced with a challenge;
his tireless work for the people of District K,
and omnipresence at community meetings
was legendary.

In fact, it was at those community meetings
where his love for his constituents shined
brightest.

As members of the community attested after
he passed: “Larry was everywhere—he’s at
the civic club meetings; the coalition meeting;
he was like your friend. I'd call him all the
time.”

The loss of Larry Green’s leaves is heart
breaking.

| am reminded of the common refrain that
“all death teaches us is that nothing is prom-
ised, but only that life was worth it.”

Larry Green lived that wisdom and always
sought to give back and live a life worth it.

Among his numerous contributions and ac-
complishments, it is Larry Green’s dedication
to his constituents that stand tallest, and will
stand the test of time.

Larry Green knew the value of viewing
neighborhoods and towns as communities—
rather than districts—and sought to make the
everyday lives of people better.

Larry Green educated people about how to
become citizen activists so that they could im-
prove the quality of their communities or their
own lives.

Larry Green sought to remedy blighted
neighborhoods by attracting development; he
helped neighbors set up civic clubs and taught
them how to beautify their neighborhoods.

And as the rough waters of life have stilled
his body, his soul lives on and his legacy will
not be diminished.

Larry Green will be remembered always as
a fearless advocate; a tireless champion; a
true friend; a man whose passion for Houston
was contagious.

Scripture teaches us that blessed are those
that mourn, for they will be comforted.

To his entire family, who shared him with us
for 52 years, on behalf of all Houstonians, we
thank you.
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